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Early forms of Local Government
Cinealacha luatha Rialtais Aitiuil

The earliest form of local government began after the arrival
of the Anglo-Normans in the 12t century. These were borough
corporations, granted to certain cities and towns, generally

by royal charter. From 1828 onwards, municipal government
was partially democratised with the establishment of town
commissions in many places.

Grand Juries

Local government at county level developed with the
expansion of the functions of the grand jury. Its members were
landowners, summoned by the high sheriff twice yearly - Lent
and summer. Its role was to decide which cases were referred
to the assize courts. Later, it was granted authority to collect
rates and approve various works, such as road and bridge
repairs, and the building and maintenance of courthouses and
county gaols.

Poor Law Guardians

Boards of poor law guardians were established under the Poor
Relief (Ireland) Act 1838. There were eventually 163 Poor Law
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the workhouses and other relief work. Some guardians were
elected by rate-payers, making the system partly democratic.
Significantly, women could serve as guardians from 1896.
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Page from County Longford Grand Jury Book, 1759
(Longford County Library and Archives)
Leathanach 6 Leabhar Mhor-Giuiré Chontae Longfoirt, 1759

(Leabharlann agus Cartlanna Chontae Longfoirt) ___
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1828 i leith, bhi an rialtas bardasach daonlathaithe i
bpairt le bunu coimisiun baile ina lan aiteanna.
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Extract from Wicklow Borough Corporation Book, 1662 (Wicklow County Archives)
Sliocht 6 Leabhar Bhardas Buirge Chill Mhantain, 1662 (Chill Mhantdin gContae Cartlanna)

Ard-Ghiureithe

Forbraionn rialtas aitiuil ar an leibhéal contae le méadu
ar fheidhmeanna an ard-ghiuiré. Tiarnai talin ba iad a
bhaill, ar a scairteadh an tsirriam dha uair sa bhliain - Ag
an gCarghas agus sa samhradh. Ba € a rol na casanna

a bhi le cur le hatreoru chuig na cuirteanna seisiudin a
chinneadh. Nios déanai, tugadh udaras dé chun ratai

a bhailid agus oibreacha éagsula a cheadu, amhail
deisiuchain bhoithre agus droichead, agus togail agus
cothabhail tithe cuirte agus priosun contae.

Bardaigh Dhli na mBocht

Bunaiodh boird bhardaigh dhli na mbocht faoin Poor
Relief (Ireland) Act 1838. De réir a chéile bhi 163
Aontas Dhli na mBocht bunaithe thart ar bhailte

A ‘grotesque’ (arat emerging from aman’s mouth) from the margaidh ar fud na hEireann. Bhi siad freagrach as
Dublin City Treasurer’s Accounts, 1540-1613 (Dublin City Library and Archive) b . s h , « . bh tth b ht b .
Rud ‘anchuinseach’ (luchdég mhér ag teacht amach as béal fir) 6 Chuntais Chisteoir Chathair OIDriu an chorais ina ral I € Na MbocC agUS ODalr
Bhaile Atha Cliath, 1540-1613 (Leabharlanna agus Cartlann Chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath) faoisimh eile. Thoghfadh locOIri ratai roinnt bardach,

rud a rinne an coras daonlathach i bpairt. Go suntasach,
d'fhéadadh mna fonamh mar bhardaigh 6 1896 i leith.

Last Grand Jury of Donegal, 1899 (Donegal County Archives)
Mor-Ghitire deireanach Dhun na nGall, 1899, (Cartlanna Chontae Dhun na nGall)
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The Local Government
(Ireland) Act 1898

An tAcht Rialtas Aitiuil
(Eire) 1898

The first members of Galway County Council, with others, 1899 (Galway County Council Archives)

Chéad chomhaltai Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe, le daoine eile, 1899 (Cartlanna Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe)
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A revolutionary aspect of the new system was that it
created a broader franchise. Men over 21 years who were
householders, or who rented a portion of a house, valued at

b lrlune., and

a minimum of £10 per year could vote, as could women over
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also contest both rural and urban district council seats. The

average annual wage for agricultural labour in Ireland at the fZZ" ﬂ;ﬁ;l a%m brgar. bocdilles
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Resolutions passed by Wicklow County Council at its first meeting,
22 April 1899 (Wicklow County Archives)

Ruin arith Comhairle Contae Chill Mhantain ag a céad chruinniu,
22 Aibrean 1899 (Cartlanna Chontae Chill Mhantain)

Initially the Irish Parliamentary Party was sceptical about
the new legislation, seeing it as part of the British policy of
killing Home Rule with kindness’, yet nationalists benefitted
from it. Many future parliamentary politicians served as
local councillors and built up valuable experience and
support networks as a result.

Athraiodh an rialtas aitiuil go hiomlan leis an Acht Rialtas
Aititil (Eire) 1898. Cruthaiodh tri chinedl Gdarais aitiuil leis:
combhairli contae, comhairli ceantair thuaithe agus comhairli
ceantar uirbigh. Bunaiodh leis an dli rialtas aitiuil daonlathach
ar an leibhéal contae, agus na feidhmeanna riarachain a

Assizes, 18
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Gné réabhldéideach den chéras ur ba ea gur cruthaiodh
saincheadunas nios leithne leis. D'fhéadadh fir os cionn 21
bliain d’aois arbh shealbhdiri ti iad, né a raibh cion de theach

iy a fhail ar cios acu, dar luach £10 ar a laghad in aghaidh na

P b bliana vota chaitheamh, agus d'fhéadadh mna os cionn 30
TR bliain d’aois a chomhlion na critéir chéanna vota a chaitheamh.
D’fhéadadh mna dul san iomaiocht chomh maith i suiochain
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£25, mar sin ni raibh an chuid is moé de na daoine abalta votail.
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Ar dtus bhi Pairti Parlaiminteach na hEireann sceiptitil faoi
e reachtaiocht, agus d’fhéach siad air mar chuid de bheartas

na Breataine deireadh a chur le Rialtas Duchais go cinedlta’

ach bhi leas a fhail ag naisiinaithe as. D'fhéin a lan polaiteoiri
parlaiminteacha nios déanai mar chomhairleoiri aitiula agus
d'fhorbair siad taithi luachmhar agus gréasain tacaiochta mar
thoradh air sin.
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The last resolutions passed by County Kerry Grand Jury in the spring of 1899
(Kerry County Archives)

Na ruin dheireanacha a rith Mér-Ghiuire Chontae Chiarrai in earrach 1899
(Cartlanna Chontae Chiarrai)

Extract from the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898 (Longford County Library and Archives)
Sliocht 6n Acht Rialtas Aitiuil (Eire), 1898 (Leabharlann agus Cartlanna Chontae Longfoirt)
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KENNY'S P.R. FRAMES FOR RETURNING OFFICERS’ TABLES

MADE OF SELECTED TIMBER, HIGHLY FINISHED AND VARNISHED,
AND FITTED WITH WIRE-HOLDERS FOR REMOVYABLE CARDS.
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Advertisement for frames for tables for returning officers, 1920 local elections (Donegal County Archives)

Fogra le haghaidh framai le haghaidh tablaido chinn chomhairimh, toghchain aitiala 1920
(Cartlanna Chontae Dhun na nGall)

The first elections to the county councils and rural district councils
took place on 6 April 1899. County councils met for the first time on 22 cn RK MUNIGIPAL Eum qu
April of that year. Nationalist candidates won about 75% of the county 22

. . . JANUARY, 1920.
council seats. Local elections were required to be held every three ————
years, changing to every five years since 1953. However, there were Men of Rebel Cork, remember those who died

| h h th to save our land
several postponements through the years. Neath the Flag of Pearse and Connolly, prepare

to take your stand
Has the blood of Irish Martyr’s for your sake

Proportional representation was introduced for the 1920 local

elections, with the expectation that it would dilute Sinn Féin support. been shed in vain

P : Will the name of good old Rebel Cork be e’er
However, achieving widespread electoral success, the party took gl spain P
control of 25 of the 33 county councils. At the same time, Unionists Will you shame the Irish Nation, Ireland’s

tricolour haul down ?

Like tue dirty Corporation whd> brought
Asquith to our town

The right to VOte Are the murders of brute Maxwell, cowardly

. Colthurst’s ali forgot?
In 1935, the franchise was reformed when all men and women over 21

consolidated their control in north-eastern areas.

Or George Crosbie’s famous plocard “only two

years were granted the right to vote, without any qualification. more to be shot”
. . Those false creatures you elected, never voiced
In 1999, the electorate approved a referendum providing constitutional the least protest _
w . . . When ti.e fiends incarnate murdered, Ireland’s
recognition of local government and guaranteeing elections at intervals hiiieht, el Dest
of five years. All election’s were suspended, for our British

tyrants knew

That our people were disgus‘ed with the rotten
servile crew

Now the time has come to deal with a!l the foul
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and loathsome pack
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They ha e clung to office too long, give the
whole damn lct the rack

Sinn Féin leaflet used in 1920 municipal elections in Cork City
(Liam de Roiste Papers, Cork City and County Archives)

Bileog de chuid Shinn Féin a Usaideadh i dtoghchain bhardasacha 1920
rp, A i gCathrach Chorcai (Paipéir de chuid Liam de Réiste, Cartlanna Chathair agus
0 rRapS Yok T Chontae Chorcai)
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Tiondladh na chéad toghchain chun na gcombhairli
contae agus na gcomhairli ceantair thuaithe an 6
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3-{:;6 Lapeig s Aibrean 1899. Thiocfadh formhor na gcomhairli
Sl LR e contae le chéile den chéad uair ar an 22 Aibrean
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it TR ey i f:len bhliain sin. Bhualghllarr’fhom arbh na!5|,una|gh
gt s e o et o lad thart ar 75% de shuiochan na gcombhairli
Btk ror tms contae. Bhiodh ga le toghchain aitiula a thionail

. o e gach tri bliana, ag athru ansin go gach cuig bliana 6
Letter from the Ancient Order of Hibernians to J.K. Brennan, Dungloe, County Donegal, a candidate in the 1911 local

elections, threatening him if he did not withdraw from the contest. (Donegal County Archives) 1953 i leith. Mar sin féin, cuireadh na toghChéln siar

An chéad leathanach de litir 6 Ord Arsa na nlbeirneach chuig J.K. Brennan, an Clochan Liath, Co. Dhdn na nGall, iarrthéir i rOinnt Uairea nta Ie Iinn Nna mbha nta
dtoghchain aitiala 1911, inar cuireadh bagairt air gan tarraingt siar 6n iomaiocht. (Cartlanna Chontae Dhin na nGall) )

Tugadh ionadaiocht chionmhar isteach le haghaidh
na dtoghchan aitiuil in 1920, ag suil go laghdéfai
tacaiocht Shinn Féin leis. Agus rath toghchanach
Electoral Roll, 1899 (Dublin City Librariy and Archive) forleathan bainte amach acu, afach, ghlac an
An Rolla Toghthoiri (Leabharlanna agus Cartlann Chathair Bhaile Atha Cliath) pa’lrtl' ceannas ar 25 ceann den 33 COmhairle
contae. Ag an am céanna, chomhdhluthaigh na
hAontachtaithe a smacht i limistéir thoir thuaidh.

Ceart votala

In 1935, rinneadh an saincheadunas a athchairiu
nuair a tugadh an cheart chun votala do gach fear

agus bean os cionn 21 bliain d’aois, gan cailiocht ar
bith.

In 1999, d'fhaomh na toghthdiri reifreann inar
solathraiodh aitheantas ar an rialtas aitiuil sa
bhunreacht agus inar rathaiodh toghchain ag
eatraimh cuig bliana.
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Elected Members
Combhaltal Tofa

4

Over time the electoral system became more democratic. A
major step in this direction was when women became eligible
for election to county councils in 1911.
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have been made over the years. Candidates must be ordinarily
resident in Ireland and at least 18 years old. They do not need
to be Irish citizens. Most candidates belong to political parties
though many are Independents.
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Le himeacht ama d'éirigh an céras toghthdiri nios
daf)nlathal. Mo,rf:helr,rT sa treoir sin ba ea nuair btk i dae ool B Lt
a rinneadh mna inchailithe lena dtoghadh chun | TR R S o
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combhairli contae in 1911. _ b O Jill, Moodiiad lirostov” o s

Rinneadh athruithe suntasacha ar na rialacha /)
inchailitheachta chun seasamh sa toghchan thar

na blianta. Ba cheart d’iarrthoiri gnathchonai a
bheith orthu in Eirinn agus ba cheart doibh a bheith
18 mbliana d’aois ar a laghad. Ni chaithfidh siad a
bheith ina saoranaigh Eireannacha. Is le pairtithe
polaitiula formhor na n-iarrthoiri ach is duine
Neamhspleacha a lan diobh.

The members of Tipperary North Riding County Council at its first meeting, 22 April 1899
(Tipperary County Archives)

Combhaltai Chomhairle Contae Thiobraid Arann (an Trian Thuaidh), ag a gcéad chruinnia, an
22 Aibrean 1899 (Cartlanna Chontae Thiobraid Arann)

In 2003 ciallaionn ceall an ‘dé-shainordaithe’ nach
bhféadfadh comhaltai den Oireachtas suiochain
sa chombhairle a bheith acu a thuilleadh. Le mor-
athchoirithe in 2014 laghdaiodh lion na n-udaras
aitiuil 6 114 go 31, agus laghdaiodh lion na
gcomhairleoiri 6 1,627 go 949.

Ta feidhmeanna forchoimeadta’ ag comhairleoiri,
lena n-airitear freagracht as morchinnti beartais
agus faomhadh an bhuiséid. Ta cur chun feidhme

a gcinnti faol fhreagracht fheidhmeannach na
n-udaras aitiuil. Déanann comhairleoiri ionadaiocht
ar son a dtoghthodiri ina dtoghcheantair, ag plé
ceisteanna aitiula. Déanann an Cathaoirleach
(cathaoirleach) nd Méara, a thoghtar ar bhonn
bliantuil, ionadaiocht ar son na comhairle ag 6caidi
agus imeachtai poibli.

Frances Condell, Lord Mayor of Limerick, with President John F. Kennedy and An Taoiseach, Sean Lemass,
1963 (Limerick Archives)

Frances Condell, Ard-Mhéara Luimnigh, leis an Uachtaran John F. Kennedy agus An Taoiseach, Sean Lemass,
1963 (Cartlanna Luimnigh)

Map of County Waterford Rural Districts, 1950s (Waterford City and County Archives)
Léarscail de Cheantair Tuaithe Chontae Phort Lairge, 1950i (Cartlanna Chathair agus Chontae Phort Lairge)
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An Roinn Tithiochta, .
| Pleandla agus Rialtais Aitiil Local Government Archivists and Records Managers

Department of Housing, Cartlannaithe agus Bainisteoiri Taifead an Rialtais Aitidi
Planning and Local Government

Women 1n Local,Government
Mna sa Rialtas Aitiuil

o

Women over 30 years, who were householders
or who rented a portion of a house, valued at

a minimum of £10 per year could vote in local
elections under the 1898 Act and could stand

for election to district councils. In 1899, 31 were
elected to rural district councils and 4 to urban
district councils. It was not until 1918 that women
could vote in national elections.

The earliest woman elected to Dublin City
Council was the artist and suffragist, Sarah
Cecilia Harrison in 1912. Also in 1912, Dr Mary
Strangman, another activist, was elected to
Waterford Corporation.

In the early years, some of the women elected
to local authorities were members of Cumann
na mBan and passionate campaigners. Lady
Albinia Broderick, the first woman elected to
Kerry County Council in 1920, was a republican
and radical. One of the longest serving female
prisoners of the 1916 period, Ellen Ryan from
Tomcoole, Taghmon was the first woman elected
to Wexford County Council in 1928. Caitlin Bean
Ui Chléirigh, widow of Tom Clarke (executed

leader of the 1916 Rising) became the first fe /a/lg/
Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1939.

The number of female councillors has been low:
over the years. Provisions in the 2012 Electoral

-~ Amendment (Political Funding) Act ensure that
more female candidates are nominated for
election.

The Honourable Albinia Broderick at the 1923 general election count in Tralee Sarah Cecilia Harrison, ‘Self Portrait’

(The Kerryman Photographic Archive, Kerry County Archives) (Reg. no. 1604, collection & © Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin)

An Duine Uasal Albinia Broderick ag direamh olltoghchan 1923 i dTra Li Sarah Cecilia Harrison, ‘Féinphortraid’

(Cartlann Ghrianghrafaddéireachta The Kerryman, Cartlanna Chontae Chiarrai) (Uimh. chlaraithe 1604, bailitichan & © Hugh Lane Gallery, Baile Atha Cliath)

D’fhéadadh mna os cionn 30 bliain d’aois arbh shealbhdiri ti
lad, nO a raibh cion de theach a fhail ar cios acu, dar luach £10
ar a laghad in aghaidh na bliana votail i dtoghchain aitiula faoi
Acht 1898 agus d’fhéadfadh siad seasamh sna toghchain do

na comhairli ceantair. In 1899, toghadh 31 bean i gcomhairli
ceantair thuaithe agus 4 bhean i1 gcomhairli ceantair uirbigh. Ni
raibh cead ag mna voétail sna toghchain naisiinta go dti 1918.

Ba i Sarah Cecilia Harrison an chéad bhean a toghadh chun
Chombhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath in 1912. In 1912
chomh maith, toghadh an Dr Mary Strangman, gniomhai eile, \
chun Bhardas Phort Lairge.

Sna luathbhlianta, ba chomhaltai de Chumann na mBan agus

Z . . . . 4 Ellen Ryan, member of Wexford County Council,
mna fezjtch’Fa.lls.palseanta lad cuid de na mna a toghadh chun na 1993-54 (1o Martin Ryan (Taghmon) Collection
n-udaras aitiuil. Poblachtach agus radacai ba ea an Bhean Uasal Wexford County Archive)

o o . 7 . Ellen Ryan, an trit duine ar chlé, comhalta de
Albinia Broderick, an chead bhean a thoghadh ar Chomhairle S iy
Contae Chiarrai in 1920. Bai Ellen Ryan 6 Thuaim Chuil, Teach (Bailitichan Martin Ryan (Teach Munna), Cartlann

Chontae Loch Garman)

Munna, duine de na ban-phriosunaigh is faide sa phriosun 6 ré
1916, an chéad duine a toghadh chun Chomhairle Contae Loch
Garman in 1928. Ba i Caitlin Bean Ui Chléirigh, baintreach mna
Thomais Ui Chléirigh (ceannaire Eiri Amach 1916 a cuireadh

chun bais) an chéad bhean a ndearnadh Ard-Mhéara ar Bhaile
Atha Cliath di in 1939.

Bhi lion na mban-chomhairleoiri iseal thar na blianta. Cinntiodh
leis na foralacha san Acht Toghchdin (Maoiniu Polaititil), 2012
go ndéantar nios mo ban a ainmniu lena dtoghadh.

Nothing for their Panes - Votes for Women (Dublin City Council Library and Archive)

‘Nothing for their Panes - Votes for Women’
(Leabharlanna agus Cartlann Chomhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath)
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Borough and District Councils
Combhairli Buirge agus Ceantair

&

Many towns in lIreland were administered by a borough
council or corporation, which dealt with sanitation,
lighting, roads and public amenities. There were also
five royal boroughs: Dublin, Cork, Galway, Limerick and
Waterford. These had corporations that were granted
under royal charters.
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Resolutions refusing to co-operate with the British government passed by Drogheda Corporation c. 1900 (Louth County Archives)

Dungarvan Rural District Council, 13 July 1920 Bardas Dhroichead Atha c. 1900 (Cartlanna Chontae LU)
(Waterford City and County Archives)

Rith Comhairle Ceantair Thuaithe Dhun Garbhain ruin lenar diultaiodh
comhoibriu le rialtas na Breataine, an 13 Iuil 1920
(Cartlanna Chontae agus Chathair Phort Lairge)

Bhiodh a lan bailte in Eirinn a riar ag comhairle né bardas buirge, a dhéilealadh
le slaintiocht, soilsiu, boithre agus taitneamhachtai poibli. Bhi cuig bhardas rioga
ann chomh maith: Baile Atha Cliath, Corcaigh, Gaillimh, Luimneach agus Port
Lairge. Bhiodh bardais acu siud a thugtai faoi chairteacha rioga.

Athruithe

Leis an Municipal Corporations Féachadh in Acht 1898 leis an gcoras
(Ireland) Act, 1840 rinneadh 58 rialtais aitidil a réasund. Bunaiodh
bardas agus 38 buirge a lanscoir. Leis combhairli ceantair thuaithe agus
an Towns Improvement (lreland) Act, airiodh leo bailte nach raibh tdarais
1854 tugadh isteach coimisidin bhaile slaintiochta uirbigh iontu. Rinneadh
lenar bhain freagrachtai leathnaithe combhairle ceantair uirbigh de roinnt
maidir le slaintiocht agus feabhsuithe coimisiun baile. Tugadh réasunu breise
eile. Leis an Public Health (Ireland) isteach faoin Acht Rialtais Aititil, 1925
Act, 1878 tugadh an stadas um udarais lenar cealaiodh comhairli ceantair
sldintiochta d’aontais dhli na mbocht thuaithe. Rinneadh na hathchairithe is
agus do choimisiuin bhaile. déanai in 2014 i gcas gur cuireadh 80
comhairle baile ar ceal.

Fingal County Council Chamber, Swords (Fingal County Council)
Dlisheomra Chontae Fhine Gall, Sord (Mar chuirtéis 6 Chomhairle Contae Fhine Gall)
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Management and staff of Donegal County Council, 1960s (Donegal County Archives)

Lucht bainistiochta agus Baill Foirne Chomhairle Contae Dhun na nGall, 1960i (Cartlanna Chontae Dhun na nGall Chontae)

Following the 1899 elections, county councils’ monthly
meetings were, for the first time, held in public,
providing a firm basis for democracy. The new councils
were financed by means of rates levied equally across all
parts of the county, a fair determination which helped to
gain support for the new system of local government.

Administration was needed to implement the council’s
decisions, and paid officials were recruited for this
purpose. For instance, by 1900 Galway County Council
had 21 paid officers - all men - headed by the county
secretary and including a sheriff and sub-sheriff; 8
surveyors; 4 coroners; 4 clerks; and 2 solicitors. As local
authorities evolved over the years and acquired more
functions, additional staff were recruited; the 1963
Planning Act created a need for planners for example.

Administration in both city and county councils was
consolidated under the City and County Management
Acts, 1929-40, leading to a defined partnership between
elected councillors and officials.

et

erk of Dublin, 1893-1920.
ce’s Ulysses. (Dublin City Library and A
reach Baile Bhaile Atha Cliath, 1893-1920
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS of Finance Comittee at meeting
held on Monday, 16th March 1936.

No. of Members on Committee - . 38
Do. present - - - 18

Michael Macliehon Esq., Chairman.

| Fron The Department of Local Government and Public Health (Roads).

Stating that a Grant of £13,568 has been provisionally
allocated for the upkeep of Main Roads in the County for the
year 1936/37 which sum represents 40 per cent of £33,921 the
amount which sppears to have been passed by the Council for the
upkeep of Main Roads,

Noted.

From The Department of Local Govermment and Public Health (Roads)

Stating that 1t having been brought to the notice of the
Minister that members of County Survey Staffs at times carry in
their motor cars explosives from magazines to quarries, inquiry
was made as to the insurance position in the event of a motor
agccident involving an explosion., It appears that so far as
injury to third parties 1s concerned, policles should cover
garriage of goods and then it is a question 4f injuries to person

| or property arising out of an explosion would be covered,

especlally if carrying of explosives was not disclosed to the

Insurance Company. If the practice obtains, you should bring

this circular to the notice of the Council and the individual

Surveyors with a view to steps being taken to ensure that risks
- involved are adequately covered.

Resolved « That the system at present existing in the

County be not altered, i.e. the Council will undertake the
insurance themselves.

From The County Surveyor,

Stating that acting on the invitation of the Local Government
Department (Roads), he attended the Public Works Roads and
Transport Congress in London from the 18th to the 23rd November
1936, inclusive; he submitted a Report thereon.

Resolved - Report to be forwarded to Local Government
Department.

om The Department of Local Government and Public Health.

Referring to previous correspondence, and stating that the
Miinister sanctions the 1ssue by the Councll of an advance of £100
ander the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts to Mary and John
iBermingham in respect of a house situated at Knocknagroagh,
Ballyvaughan,

Noted and sureties approved of.

From

Extract from the minutes of the Finance Committee, Clare County Council, 18 March
1936. Note the reference to explosives being carried by staff in their cars!
(Clare County Archives)

Leathanach 6 mhiontuairisci an Choiste Airgeadais, Comhairle Contae an Chlair, an
18 Marta 1936. Tagraitear sa ndta do pléascain a biodh a n-iompar ag baill foirne ina
gcarranna! (Cartlanna Chontae an Chlair)

| ndiaidh thoghchain 1899, thiondladh cruinnithe miosula
combhairli contae go poibli, den chéad uair, rud a sholathar bonn
daingean don daonlathas. Bhiodh na comhairli tra maoinithe tri
bhithin ratai a thabhaiti go cothrom ar gach cuid den chontae,
cinneadh coir a chuidigh le tacaiocht a fhail don chéras ur um
rialtas aitiuil.

Bhiodh lucht riarachain de dhith chun cinnti na comhairle a
chur chun feidhme, agus dhéantai oifigigh ioctha a earcu chun
na criche sin. Mar shampla, faoi 1900 bhi 21 oifigeach ioctha
ag Combhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe - fir ar fad - faoi stidir an
runai contae agus ar a raibh sirriam agus foshirriam; 8 suirbhéir;
4 chroéinéir; 4 chléireach; agus 2 aturnae ina measc. Mar gur
fhorbair udarais aitiula thar na blianta agus go bhfuair siad nios
mo feidhmeanna, earcaiodh baill foirne bhreise; le hAcht um
Pleanail 1963 cruthaiodh riachtanas le haghaidh pleanalaithe
mar shampla.

Bhi cursai riarachain sna comhairli cathrach agus contae araon
comhdhluite faoi City and County Management Acts 1929-40,
rud a raibh comhphairtiocht sainithe idir comhairleoiri tofa agus
oifigigh mar thoradh air.

Pages from a schedule of payments made by Longford County Council, 1902 (Longford County Library and Archive)

Leathanaigh 6 sceideal iocaiochtai a rinne Comhairle Chontae Longfoirt, 1902 (Leabharlann agus Cartlanna Chontae Longfoirt)
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PROPOSED LLABOURERS COTTAGE

FOR THE

RURAL DISTRICT OF CLONMEL No. 1.
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A primary function of county councils has been to build and i \
maintain roads and associated infrastructure, such as piers and - P EX
bridges. They also provide street lighting, road safety measures - .

and the Winter rOad grlttlng programme, together Wlth arange Builc’Iin,g.IcicaIa,utholr.ityf.h.C),L.Js.ingillw Dundalk, 1950 (Louth CountyArchive:c,)
f related anCi”ary SerViceS Ag togdil tithe udarais aitidil i nDun Dealgan, 1950 (Cartlanna Chontae Lu)
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Plans for a labourer’s cottage in Clonmel Rural District (Tipperary County Archives)

Pleananna le haghaidh teachin oibri i gCeantar Tuaithe Chluain Meala (Cartlanna Chontae Thiobraid Arann)
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Under the Motor Car Act, 1903 local authorities were given
responsibility for motor vehicle registration, the administration
of motor tax and the issuing of driver’s licenses. With

Computerisation and IegiSIative Changes they no |Onger have Extract from a register of motor cars, Limerick City Council, 1915 (Limerick Archives)
or ore ’ Sliocht 6 chlar métar, Comhairle Contae Luimnigh, 1915 (Cartlanna Luimnigh)
responsibility for the latter.

Since legislation in 1940, local authorities have provided

essential fire-fighting, fire safety, fire prevention, building Ba € ceann de na priomhfheidhmeanna a bhi ag comhairli
control and emergency services. Services range from dealing contae bPIthre agus bonn,gagar Egaolnjhara,.amha.n FLRIET
with simple chimney fires to major environmental disasters. agus droichid a chothabhail. Solathraionn siad soilsit

sraide, bearta sabhailteachta béithre agus clar leata grin
don gheimhreadh, mar aon le réimse seirbhisi coimhdeacha
gaolmhara.

Rinneadh forail i ndlithe a achtaiodh idir 1868 agus 1890

| leith tithiocht udarais aitiuil a thogail. Ba fhreagracht de
chuid na gcomhairle bardais agus na bhardaigh dhli na
mbocht € ar dtus. Nios déanai, ghlac comhairli ceantair
thuaithe agus ina dhiaidh sin, comhairli contae, freagracht
as tithe soisialta a dhearadh, a thogail agus a chothabhail.
Riarann comhairli réimse scéimeanna rialtais chomh maith
lena solathraitear morgaisti, iasachtai, deontais agus
cunambh airgeadais doibh siud ag a bhfuil riachtanais chasta
éagsula tithiochta.

Faoin Motor Car Act, 1903 tugadh an fhreagracht do na
hudarais aitiula as moétarfheithicli a chlard, métarchain

a riar, agus ceadunais tiomanaithe a eisiuint. Leis an
riomhairiu agus athruithe reachtacha, nil an fhreagracht
acu a thuilleadh as ceadunais tiomanaithe a eisiuint.

Thomas Brannigan with Merryweather fire engine, Dundalk, 1930s (Louth County Archives)

Thomas Brannigan. inneall déitedin Merryweather, Dun Dealgan, 1930i (Cartlanna Chontae Lu)

O reachtaiocht in 1940, sholathair Udarais aitiula seirbhisi
riachtanacha comhraic doéiteain, sabhailteachta doiteain,
coisc doiteain, rialaithe foirgniochta agus seirbhisi
éigeandala. Ta raon na seirbhisi 6 bheith ag déileail le tinte
simpli simléir go moérthubaisti comhshaoil.

Rucky Hill, Dundalk - Carrickmacross Road improvement scheme, 1938 (Louth County Archives)
Rucky Hill, Dun Dealgan - Scéim feabhsuchain Bhéthar Charraig Machaire Rois, 1938 (Cartlanna Chontae L)

. » ¢ . ™
P e S

m R M




)

An Roinn Tithiochta,

|.’2’,? | Pleandla agus Rialtais Aitiuil

@ Department of Housing,
Planning and Local Government

3L

7

9

Widespread disease led to the
introduction of the Public Health
(Ireland) Act, 1878. It aimed to improve

Local Government Archivists and Records Managers
Cartlannaithe agus Bainisteoiri Taifead an Rialtais AitiUi

Environment and Planning
Comhshaol agus Pleanalil

. OF CORK TOWN PLANNING REPORT
SKETCH MAP SHOWING PROPOSED URBAN_ AREA

living conditions, sanitation and water B iNciPAL ROADS, OPEN SPACES. ¥ GREEN PBELT

quality and required enormous effort
from local authorities in the early years.
The services it created have evolved into
the sanitary and environmental services
which we take for granted today.

Activities progressed from originally
addressing water supply, sewerage,
infectious diseases, nuisances,
overcrowded houses and burial grounds
to eventually include functions relating
to monitoring water quality, water
conservation, pollution control, waste
management, recycling, beaches and
water safety. Since 2014 the provision
and maintenance of public water

and waste water services have been
transferred to the national water utility,
Irish Water.

While several planning measures
existed under the Public Health Acts
and Housing Acts, the 1934 Town
and Regional Planning Act was the
first legislation dedicated solely to
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MANNING RABERTOON, M.TPI, FRIB.A. MR.LAL
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MAP A. General Sketch Map.

planning. Not considered a success, it Cork City town planning report, 1941 (Cork City and County Archives)

was eventually replaced by the Planning
and Development Act, 1963 and again
by the Planning and Development Acts
and Regulations 2000-2018. Planning
has evolved from the early concerns

of locating houses on busy roads to
regulating complex and sustainable
developments.

b""‘-m |
s

S V4 SLL e

- . AT o & | 17 e o .
Z T . . T " . L = ey Y y 1VY Gy
¥ Cwe O = Pelly sl / | - !
g / '8 i S — £ :
LN Do J S S - .
= 7 |
VN /7 Py | PP
o = ,? L] vy
/ 1 o [
|\ L - - LS \J B Y Ve o)l
= — el L Tl
e .
————— = - e
: T = - > pS? Domm B EE o0 S
- . ] g = - LN
y a - e £ 5
! @ il P B

L
SECTION 1A G S

o =

' i . )
. . £~ PAR reet I
) AL TNGIG
. . o e 5

& ) /

SErren XN

Srrerr. ScxEpLsL. Foe E * Covee o Ourrz,
- L =2 2o ’

SEiERER

-

L7/ OF CONCEETE

ovEe OFe /E

Drawing of part of Arthurstown Main Drainage Scheme, County Wexford, 1979 (Wexfor

d County Archive)

Liniocht de chuid de Phriomhscéim Draenala Cholmain, Co. Loch Garman, 1979 (Cartlann Chontae Loch Garman)

Mar gheall ar ghalar forleathan tugadh isteach an tAcht Slainte
Poibli, 1878. Bhi sé mar aidhm leis feabhas a chur ar dhalai
maireachtala, ar shlaintiocht agus chailiocht an uisce agus
theastaigh iarracht mhor 6 na hudarais aitidla sna luathbhlianta.
Thainig na seirbhisi a cruthaiodh leis chun cinn chuig na seirbhisi
slaintiochta agus comhshaoil a ndéanaimid talamh slan doibh

inniu.

Chuaigh gniomhaiochtai chun cinn 6 aghaidh a thabhairt i
dtosach ar sholathar uisce, séarachas, galair ionfhabhtaiocha,

nuiseanna, tithe rophlédaithe agus reiligi go dti feid
chur leis de réir a chéile i ndail le monatodireachtad

nmeanna a
néanamh ar

chailiocht an uisce, caomhnu uisce, rialu truaillithe,

nainistiocht

dramhaiola, athchursail, tranna agus sabhailteacht uisce. O

Blueprint for Aughrim pump, 1947 (Galway County Council Archives)
Treoirphlean le haghaidh caidéal Eachroma, 1947 (Cartlanna Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe)

TuaraSCéiI pleanéla baile Chathair Chorcai, 1924 (Ca rtlanna Chathrach agus Chontae ChOrcaigh)
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Plans for new houses in Dundalk, 1896 (Louth County Archives)

Pleananna le haghaidh tithe tra i nDun Dealgan, 1896 (Cartlanna Chontae Lu)

2014 aistriodh solathar agus cothabhail na seirbhisi uisce
phoibli agus fuiolluisce chuig an bhfontas naisiunta uisce, Uisce
Eireann.

Cé go bhfuil roinnt beart pleanala ann faoi na hAchtanna Slainte
Poibli agus Tithiochta, ba € Town and Regional Planning Act
1934 an chéad reachtaiocht a bhaint go sonrach le pleanail.
Measadh nar éirigh leis , agus mar sin cuireadh an tAcht

um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 1963 ina ait sa deireadh agus na
hAchtanna agus Rialachain um Pleanail agus Forbairt 2000-
2018 ina dhiaidh sin. Thainig pleanail chun cinn 6 na habhair is
curam nios luaithe maidir le tithe a lonnu ar bhoithre gnéthacha
chun forbairti casta agus inbhuanaithe a rialail.
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Community, Enterprise,
Cultural Services and Recreation

Pobal, Fiontraiocht, Seirbhisi

Economic Development

Local economic development has been an important role
of local authorities since the 1960s. County Development
Teams were created, initially covering all or parts of

13 counties, mostly in the west, and later spreading
countrywide.

In the late 1990s, Better Local Government - A Programme for
Change led to a radical overhaul of structures, including the
establishment of Community and Enterprise directorates
within local authorities. Under the Local Government
Reform Act 2014, County Enterprise Boards were replaced
by Local Enterprise Offices within local authorities.

Cultural Services and Recreation

Councils provide a range of cultural services. Public libraries
were first established under legislation of 1855. The post

of Arts Officer was created in 1985. Heritage Officers,

first appointed in 1999, promote all aspects of heritage
within their areas. Most local archives services have been
established since it became mandatory for local authorities
to ensure the proper preservation and management of their
archives under the Local Government Act of 1994.

There are local authority museums in many counties.
Councils also provide parks, swimming pools, playgrounds
and other amenities.
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Page from the minute book of Galway County Library Committee, 26 July 1941,
emphasising the importance of preserving local archives (Galway County Council Archives)

Ko K taan A S many

Sliocht 6 leabhar miontuairisci Choiste Leabharlann Chontae na Gaillimhe, an 26 Iuil 1941,
ina gcuirtear béim ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le cartlanna aititla a chaomhnu
(Cartlanna Combhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe)

Forbairt Eacnamaioch

Bhi an fhorbairt aitidil eacnamaioch ina rol
tabhachtach de chuid na n-udaras aitiuil 6 1960 i leith.
Cruthaiodh Foirne Forbartha Contae, a chludaigh
gach ceann de na 13 chontae no cuid diobh ar dtus,
san iarthar den chuid ba mhé, agus leathadh iad ar fud
na tire nios déanai.

| ndeireadh na 19904, rinneadh ollchdirid radacach
mar gheall ar Rialtas Aititil nios Fearr - CIar um
Athru, lena n-airitear stiarthoireachtai Pobail agus
Fiontraiochta a bhunu laistigh de na hudarais aitiula.
Faoin Acht Rialtais Aitiuil (Least) 2014, cuireadh
Oifigi Fiontar Aititil in ionad Boird Fiontar Contae
laistigh de na hudarais aitiula.

Culturtha agus Caitheamh Aimsire

St John's Park, Waterford City, late 1960s (Waterford City and County Archives)

Pairc Eoin, Cathair Phort Lairge, deireadh na 1960i (Cartlanna Chathair agus Chontae Phort Lairge)

The Carnegie Library, Dun Laoghaire (Local Studies and Archives, dIr Lexicon)

Leabharlann Carnegie, Din Laoghaire (Staidéir agus Cartlanna Aititla, dir Lexicon)

Seirbhisi Culturtha agus
Caitheamh Aimsire

Solathraionn comhairli raon seirbhisi culturtha.
Foilsiodh leabharlanna poibli ar dtus faoi reachtaiocht
in 1855. Cruthaiodh post an Oifigigh Ealaion in 1985.
Cuireann Oifigigh Oidhreachta, a ceapadh ar dtus in
1999, gach gné den oidhreacht ina gceantar chun cinn.
Bunaiodh formhor na seirbhisi cartlainne aitiula 6
rinneadh éigeantach é do na hudarais aitiula caomhnu

agus bainistiocht chui a gcartlann a chinntiu faoin Acht
Rialtais Aitiuil 1994.

Ta a lan musaeim udarais aitiuil ina lan contaetha.
Solathraionn combhairli pairceanna, linnte snamha,
pairceanna sugartha agus taitneamhachtai eile chomh
maith.
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Serving Local Communities
Ag Freastal ar Phobail Aitiula

At local level, councils led Ireland 2016, which commemorated
the centenary of the Easter Rising. Central to its success were
consultation and partnerships with community and voluntary |
organisations. Local authorities also administered a grant o ratck Wi - some
scheme which provided funding for community projects. | |

To build on the achievements of Ireland 2016, Creative

Ireland 2017-2022 was established as a national programme
promoting creativity, the arts and heritage, with councils again
having the leading role. Likewise, they are co-ordinating the
Decade of Centenaries, which began in 2013.

The first Cruinnit na nOg, an initiative of Creative Ireland
aimed at young people, was held in 2018.

Members of Longford Comhairle na nOg who participated in the commemorative weekend in
Longford, 23-24 April 2016. They represented the local participants in the Easter Rising. (Longford
County Council)

Combhaltai de chuid Chombhairle na nOg i Longfort a ghlac pairt sa deireadh seachtain comérthaii
Longfort, 23-24 Aibrean 2016. Rinne siad ionadaiocht ar son rannphairtithe aititla ag Eiri Amach na
Casca. (Comhairle Contae Longfoirt)

Ar an leibhéal 4ititil, stitlir comhairli Eire 2016, lenar
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na healaiona agus an oidhreacht, a ris bhi an
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mBliana na orthai Céad Bliana, a tosaiodh in 2013, 3
- chomhordu acu.

g — Tiondladh céad Chruinnit na nOg, tionscnamh de chuid
/ﬁﬁ’ﬁ;’f‘-{#,-f ltems from the collection of Gunner James Fitzhenry, New Ross, County Wexford, who served in World War | Eire ChrUthaitheaCh 3 bhl’ dllrlthe ar dhaoine éga in 2018
ﬂ (\7 e (Wexford County Archive) ! :
| h Mireanna 6 bhailitichan an Ghunnadoéra James Fitzhenry, Ros Mhic Thridin, Contae Loch Garman, a rinne seirbhis

r sa Chéad Chogadh Domhanda (Cartlann Chontae Loch Garman)
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Leanbh art workshop in schools, Louth Creative Ireland, 2018 (Louth County Council) Marianne O’Kane Boal gives a creative writing workshop in Bundoran Library, for the children’s
Ceardlanna ealaine Leanbh i scoileanna, Eire Chruthaitheach L4, 2018 (Comhairle Contae Lu) festival of Cruinnit na nOg, 23 June 2018. (Courtesy of Christina Irwin)

Tugann Marianne O’Kane Boal ceardlann i scribhneoireacht chruthaitheach i Leabharlann Bhun
Dhobhrain, le haghaidh fhéile phaisti Chruinnit na nOg, an 23 Meitheamh 2018. (De chuirtéis 6
Christina Irwin)

Carnegie Library detail, Dun Laoghaire (Local Studies and Archives, dIr Lexicon)

Sonra Leabharlann Carnegie, Dun Laoghaire (Staidéir agus Cartlanna Aitiula, dir Lexicon)
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1 2 Serving Communities
Ag Freastal ar Phobail

Local government has evolved remarkably since
1899. While most functions remain, some, such as
water, have been transferred to other agencies or
are now shared. Local authorities have also acquired
new responsibilities. This is especially the case in the
areas of Community and Enterprise and Cultural
Services. Councils support the development of
businesses in several ways. They also work with
local communities in creating and maintaining
amenities and visitor attractions. They actively
facilitate community and voluntary bodies through
Public Participation Networks.

Programmes such as Peace IV and Interreg are
unique initiatives of the European Union designed to | | |

. . . Installation of footbridge at Tuam Road, Headford. 2018 (Galway County Council)
support peace and reconciliation. Various services STl e e el e B Tiee, A6 G, 00 (Gamihere Seras me Gl il
within local authorities, particularly in border
counties, have been involved in such EU-funded
projects for over 20 years.

Reminiscence session in a railway carriage at Donegal Railway Museum for the
Bealtaine Festival, 2018 (Donegal County Council)

Seisiun athchuimhne i gcarraiste traenach ag Musaem larnréid Dhun na nGall le haghaidh
Fhéile na Bealtaine, 2018 (Comhairle Contae Dhun na nGall)

Clare County Council officials and members of Feakle Community Council at the opening of
Feakle Digital Hub 2018. It offers affordable office facilities and high-speed broadband. (Clare County Council)

Oifigigh Chomhairle Contae an Chlair agus baill de Chomhairle Contae na Fiacaile ag oscailt
Mol Digiteach na Fiacaile 2018. Tairgeann sé saoraidi oifige agus leathanbhanda ardluais inacmhainne.

Comhairle Contae an Chlair)

S S eSS

Dundalk water treatment plant at Cavan Hill, Cavan, Co. Louth, 1990 Clare County Council workers get on with Spring planting (Clare County Council)

(Louth County Archives) Oibrithe Chomhairle Contae an Chlair ag obair ar phlandu an Earraigh (Comhairle Contae an Chlair)

lonad cdireala uisce Dhun Dealgan, Cnoc an Chabhain, an Cabhan, Co. L4, 1990
(Cartlanna Chontae Lu)

Ta an rialtas aitiuil tagtha chun cinn go mér mo 6 bhi
1899 ann. Cé go bhfuil formhdr na bhfeidhmeanna
fos ann, rinneadh cuid diobh, amhail uisce, a aistriu
chuig gniomhaireachtai eile n6 ta siad a roinnt
anois. Ta freagrachtai ura faighte ag na hudarais
aitiula chomh maith. Is € sin an cas go hairithe i
gceantair Pobail agus Fiontraiochta agus Seirbhisi
Cultdrtha Tacaionn comhairli le forbairt gnolachtai
ar roinnt bealai. Oibrionn siad leis na pobail aitiula
chomh maith maidir le taitneamhachtai agus nithe
Is diol cuairteoiri a chruthu agus a chothabhail.
Eascaionn siad comhlachtai pobail agus deonacha
go gniomhach tri na Lionrai um Rannphairtiocht an

Phobail.

Ta clair amhail Siochain IV agus Interreg ina
dtionscnaimh uathula de chuid an Aontais
Eorpaigh a dearadh chun tacu le siochain agus Ballyvoile Viaduct on the Waterford Greenway, (Waterford City and County Archives)
athmhuintearas. Bhi seirbhisi éagsula laistigh de na Tarbhealach Bhaile Ui Bhaoill ar Ghlasbhealach Phort Léirge (Cartlanna Chathair agus Chontae Phort Lairge)
hudarais aitiula, go hairithe i gcontaetha teorann,

pairteach i tionscadail AE-mhaoinithe den sort sin ar

feadh breis agus 20 bliain.

Creative Spark’s Community Tapestry Project, Louth Creative Ireland, 2018 (Louth County Council)
Tionscadal Taispéise Pobail Creative Spark, Eire Chruthaitheach Ld, 2018 (Comhairle Contae LU)
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